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Questions ?

Contact:

David Chinery,

Senior Resource Educator
Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Rensselaer County

61 State St. Troy, NY 12180
phone: 518-272-4210

fax: 518-272-1648

e-mail: dhc3@cornell.edu

This publication designed by:
Yvonne Keefe, Art & Layout Director
Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Rensselaer County

61 State St. Troy, NY 12180

e-mail: yrk4@cornell.edu

Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Rensselaer County website:

www.ccerensselaer.org
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Repetitive
Overseeding
Is a project of

Cornell University
Cooperative Extension
Rensselaer County

Funding for this project
provided by:

Tntegrated
TPest
Management

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal
program and employment opportunities
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Overseeding
Can Help!




How to apply the seed:

Grass seed can be applied using either a
broadcast or drop spreader. If the owner’s
manual for your spreader shows the setting
to use to apply 3 Ibs. of perennial ryegrass per
1,000 square feet, set it and start seeding!

If you don't have this information, you
can calibrate your spreader. Follow these
steps:

1. Set your spreader so that the holes are
about 20% open and 80% closed.

2. Putaquantity of seed in the spreader.

3. Laya tarp on the ground and measure
its length. While 10 feet is ideal, any
length will do.

4. Apply seed to the tarp by pushing the
spreader across it, just as if you were
applying it to the lawn. Make sure to
open and close the hopper precisely
as you cross onto and off of the tarp.

5. Determine the width of the application
for a drop spreader by measuring
the width of the spreader itself. For a
broadcast spreader, measure how far
the seed was thrown.

6. By multiplying length by width, you
have the area to which the seed was
applied.

7. Weigh the quantity of seed that
collected on the tarp.

8. Use the formula in the next column
to determine how much seed the
spreader will apply in 1,000 square
feet.

9. Change the setting and repeat the
steps above as necessary.

/-\A 2. Purchase perennial ryegrass

1 o Evaluate your lawn

6. You should start to easily see
new seedlings in as little as
2 weeks, with major results
in 4 weeks

>

Example:

Tarp length = 10 feet

Spreader width = 3 feet

Area to which seed was applied =
30 square ft.

Amount of seed collected from the tarp =
0.09 Ib.

To find out how much seed would be applied
in 1,000 square feet, use the following
formula, solving it for X.

Poundsof seedontarp = X
Area to which seed 1,000 sq. ft.
was applied (sq. ft.)

0.09 Ibs. = X

30sq. ft 1,000 sq. ft.

X =3 pounds applied

from your garden or home center

, Make at least 5 seed
. applications to your lawn

4

Repetitive overseeding may
work if your lawn:

Contains primarily annual weeds,
such as crabgrass

Is generally open and thin

Has mostly sunny to full sun
conditions

Has average to good soil

Repetitive overseeding may NOT
work if your lawn:

Contains mostly aggressive perennial
weeds, such as ground ivy

s in heavy shade

Has very sandy or very compacted soil
Has no irrigation and the weather is
extremely dry

seed ‘

5. Calibrate your spreader

4'. Choose the right time of year
(after Labor Day or very early spring)

7. The new grass will continue germinating until frost
(with fall seeding) or dry weather (with spring seeding) stops it



